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Meet Our Latest 2026 White Pines Authors
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White Pines
The Port Moody Public Library created the White Pines Local Author Collection to highlight and

support local authors, poets, and illustrators from our community. We launched the collection in May

2019 with 12 inaugural authors.

Now, with over 100 authors represented, the collection has grown to house even more creative and
diverse submissions from members of our community. You can browse our White Pines Collection

online to place holds on items, or in person at the Library under the green White Pines sign.

Hazel and Bell

Hazel (the artist) and Bell (the writer) are the creative duo behind webcomics Always Raining Here
and Electric Bones. They have been creating and publishing comics together since 2011 and
released a remastered version of Always Raining Here with First Second in 2025. They reside in their

home province of British Columbia.

Find out more about Hazel and Bell from their website at hazelbell.ca.

Interview with Hazel and Bell

What inspires Hazel and Bell to write?
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Bell has wanted to be a writer since they were really young, maybe nine or ten. They love the feeling
of not being able to put a book down because you want to find out what happens next. That's their

driving force when they’re writing!

Hazel has been drawing since they first picked up a crayon! They remember making a presentation in
fifth grade where they had to pick a dream career and do research on it, and they picked artist.
However, all the research pointed to that dream being somewhat unrealistic and impractical,
especially financially. It took a bit, but Hazel was eventually able to make art their career after

university, despite the odds.
Both Hazel and Bell are also very inspired by Japanese BL Manga when creating their comics.

What challenges do Hazel and Bell face while writing?

For Bell, the most challenging thing about writing is the idea that other people are reading it!
Sometimes it's scary being perceived, but if you want to make something resonate with an audience,

it has to be personal.

For Hazel, the most challenging part about making comics is keeping on schedule! Things often take
three times longer than you think it will, and it's important to accommodate for that when planning art
for a comic. Art is hard, and when you're drawing for comics, you're often drawing new and unfamiliar

things that could take a while to get right for the final art.

What is one thing Hazel and Bell want readers to know about
their book?

Bell wants readers to know that they don't use generative Al at any point in their comic creation

process. The duo draws and writes everything themselves.

Hazel wants readers to know that their book was a labour of love! This book was completely made by

the two of them, from the story, art, and dialogue, to the graphic design and printing decisions.
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A seductive science fiction mystery from the creators of the hit graphic novel Always Raining Here.

Lucian Valencourt has always gotten his way in life, until he gets fired from his job thanks to an
intense rivalry with his robotic coworker. Newly unemployed, Lucian accepts an invitation from his
friends to a luxury cruise in deep space. Lucian plans on passing the time by indulging in every illicit
activity and substance in the galaxy, but his plans are cut short when he runs into a familiar face: a

robot who looks like the coworker who got him fired.

Borrow Electric Bones

Lauren MacLean

Lauren MacLean is a Grade two/three teacher, outdoor learning consultant, author, and host of the
Teach Outdoors podcast. She is passionate about helping educators and families create joyful,
meaningful learning experiences through nature. As a mom of two young children, Lauren
understands the wonder, curiosity, and connection that grows when children have time to explore the
outdoors. Her bestselling books, workshops, and resources inspire educators to make outdoor
learning accessible, inclusive, and connected to curriculum while nurturing children's well-being,
confidence, and sense of belonging. Lauren believes some of life's most important lessons begin by

simply stepping outside together.

Find out more about Lauren from her website at www.teachoutdoors.ca and on Instagram at

@teachoutdoors.ca

Interview with Lauren Maclean

What inspires Lauren's writing?
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Much of Lauren’s writing is inspired by her own experiences growing up, when she felt the greatest
sense of freedom, curiosity, and belonging outdoors. She wants every child to have opportunities to
experience that same joy and connection with the natural world. Lauren’s students and her own two
young children continue to inspire her every day. Their questions, discoveries, and sense of wonder
remind her that some of the most meaningful learning happens when we slow down, notice what's

around us, and spend time outside together.

What have Lauren’s biggest challenges been while writing?

As someone with ADHD, Lauren’s biggest challenge isn't coming up with ideas—it's narrowing them
down! She usually has dozens of book ideas swirling around at once, and deciding which ones
belong together in a single story (and which ones should wait for another project) can be difficult. One
of the best parts of the writing process has been working with an editor. Having someone help

organize, refine, and strengthen her ideas has made Lauren a much better writer and storyteller.

What is one thing Lauren wants readers to know about her
books?

Every one of Lauren's books is rooted in real life. They are inspired by experiences from her own
childhood, her years as a classroom teacher, and adventures with her own children. While each story
celebrates nature and outdoor learning, they also weave in social-emotional learning, helping children
build empathy, confidence, curiosity, and a sense of belonging. The stories are deeply connected to
the local lands of British Columbia, encouraging readers to notice, appreciate, and care for the places

where they live and learn.

Risky Play Gone Away

This is a playful, rhyming picture book that explores the importance of risk-taking in childhood play.

When three kids find their adventurous games shut down by cautious parents, they work together to
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create a "Yes Space" - a safe and supportive place where imagination, creativity, and confidence can

grow.

Borrow Risky Play Gone Away

Finding Common Ground

Embark on a journey of self-discovery with River and Sage in this heartwarming tale set in the great
outdoors. River is careful and nervous, always cautious of what lies ahead, while Sage is bold and
adventurous, ready to dive into new experiences. Despite their differences, these two friends come

together in an outdoor classroom where nature is their greatest teacher.

Borrow Finding Common Ground

What Does It Mean to Care About Nature?

Does caring about nature mean saving the whales from harm or protecting forests from
environmental changes? Caring about nature doesn't have to mean traveling the world. Caring about

nature can happen in your own community.

When we take time to look deeper, wonder why, and notice nature's beauty, we develop a desire to
protect our place and all of its creatures. Earth is our home and we can all do our part to care about

nature.

Borrow What Does It Mean to Care About Nature?
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Key Grad

Key Grad comes from a long line of adventurous grandmothers: brave, resourceful and full of love for
their families. She immigrated to Canada in 1988, lived in Toronto and rural village in Ontario, then for
last twenty-eight years in ever changing Port Moody. Definitely busy by choice, she grows magnolias

and tea plants and enjoys time with her grandchildren.

Much of Key's writing takes place at the quiet, yellow cottage on Magical Mudge Island amidst the

Salish Sea.

Find out more about Key on her website at https://kgradbooks.com and on Facebook at K Grad

Books.

Interview with Key Grad

What inspires Key's writing?

As a botanist, Key always thought she should write a book about some obscure species of Magnolia
or Camellia (she still might). However, as she enjoyed books from very early childhood, she was keen
for her children and grandchildren to share a love of reading and storytelling with her. Key tells
goodnight stories and lets children create them with her - adventures, mysteries, South Seas travels.
The story in her book is somehow based on the true event of the trip to the trampoline place in New
Westminster. In there, indeed Key jumped into the foam pit. She thinks grandparents are an important

part of the family; at the same time, she feels they are a bit underrepresented in children’s books.

What have Key’s biggest challenges been while writing?

The characters in Key’s book and future books live in her imagination and evolve in time — it is

challenging to reveal them to readers. Tapcha is very much real to Key - a blend between her, her
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mum, and her grandmother. It was a challenge for Kay to figure out how to describe her to a child in

words only.

What is one thing Key wants readers to know about her
books?

This is Key'’s first ever book - she had so much fun creating it. It was and still is a real adventure and
learning process. She hopes the story is as enjoyable to a child as it is to an adult. In the book,
Tapcha follows her curiosity and sense of adventure. She is missing her family, too. In the complex
and hurried times we live, it is easy to assume that old aunts, cousins, and grandparents belong to
last century. In reality they are full of memories, stories and at times could be unpredictably

adventurous.

An Unexpected Adventure in November

Days in November are soggy and dark, yet an adventure awaits just around the corner! Tapcha
unexpectedly got lost, and before she was found she and her family had a chance to discover all the

little things and memories, that are important.

Borrow An Unexpected Adventure in November

Ace Baker

Ace Baker is a Coquitlam writer, poet, editor, and writing coach. His story, Victory Girl, won the
Storyteller Award, and Menos Coca, Mas Cacao, won a Blank Spaces short fiction contest, “The
Things We Left Behind.” His poetry won the SIWC, PNWA, and Magpie awards, among others.

Baker’s prose and poetry have been nominated for the Pushcart Prize, the Atwood-Gibson Fiction
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Award, National Magazine Awards, and The Journey Prize. He has published two short story
collections, How to Make a Killing Jar (2023) and Bathing in Fire (2025) and a chapbook of poetry,
Mosaic: Bright Lives Broken (2026).

You can learn more about Ace and his writing on his website at fighttowrite.com, on Facebook at

/writeracebaker and on Instagram at @acebaker99

Interview with Ace Baker

What inspired Ace to become a writer?

When Ace was in grade ten, he told his English teacher, in front of a class full of students, “Mr.
Barton, you're a good teacher, but you SUCK at teaching poetry.” Mr. Barton gave Ace a two-week
detention and showed him what lesson plans, unit plans, and curriculum were all about. Then he
gave Ace an assignment: plan and teach a poetry unit to your peers. Ace loved it, and two years later,
in grade twelve, he had Mr. Barton'’s letter of recommendation that helped him land some scholarship

money he needed to go to university. That's where Ace's love of writing and teaching started.

What have Ace’s biggest challenges been while writing?

If you notice, Ace’s published work is in shorter forms: short stories and poetry. When he is teaching
English and creative writing full-time and editing and coaching writers part-time, he finds he has
trouble working on longer works, like novels. Consistency is important. In the meantime, he is
learning a great deal about writing novels and is currently working on a few. Since he retires in two

years, he thinks he’ll have much more time available.

What is one thing Ace wants readers to know about his book?

How to Make a Killing Jar is dark. Bad things happen even to good people sometimes. Bathing in Fire
is more experimental and has a greater range of feelings, even a bit of romance; it even has one

story told from the point of view of a coin that passes through many people’s hands and another that
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is narrated by...a girl’s period. Ace’s poetry is focused on finding beauty despite brokenness, the way
shards can come together to form a lovely mosaic. He’s primarily a literary writer, so you’re going to

notice craft in the storytelling, whichever book you pick up.

How To Make a Killing Jar
Utilizing an arsenal of tools amassed from years of study and teaching, Ace Baker unleashes a
powerful collection of twelve + one, tales.

Always compelling, sometimes irreverent, often shocking; revealing layers and levels not often

achieved through short stories.

Borrow How to Make a Killing Jar

Bathing in Fire

In these thirteen stories, ordinary people discover the flames that define them—the slow burn of
desire, the sudden flare of violence, the smouldering aftermath of loss. Some fires warm us. Others
consume everything we thought we knew about love, loyalty, and survival. From quiet domestic
kitchens to battlefields half a world away, from first love to final revenge, each tale illuminates the

human condition at its most vulnerable and its most fierce.

Borrow Bathing In Fire

About the White Pines Local Author Collection
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The Port Moody Public Library created the White Pines Local Author Collection to highlight and
support local authors, poets, and illustrators from our community. We launched the collection in May

2019 with 12 inaugural authors. Learn more about this collection and how you can become a White

Pines Local Author.
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